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Kathleen M. Foley is the medical director of the International Palliative Care Initiative of the Open 
Society Public Health Program. With her colleagues, she has developed scientific guidelines for the 
use of analgesic drug therapy through clinic pharmacologic studies of opioid drugs. She is an 
attending neurologist in the Pain & Palliative Care Service at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center in New York City and is also professor of neurology, neuroscience, and clinical 
pharmacology at Weill Medical College of Cornell University, and previous director of the WHO 
Collaborating Center for Cancer Pain Research and Education at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center. Foley holds the chair of the Society of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in Pain 
Research. She is the past director of the Open Society Foundations Project on Death in America. 
Foley received the Distinguished Service Award and the Humanitarian Award from the American 
Cancer Society, the David Karnovsky Award from American Society of Clinical Oncology, and the 
Frank Netter Award from the American Academy of Neurology. 

 


